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THEATER

TOTALLY RETRO

ByEmilyCary
Special to The Examiner

It’s the 1980s oncemore atWolf Trap asGo-Go’s
firecracker vocalist BelindaCarlisle and some of the
most popular rock bands of the era reawaken fond
memories during their Regeneration Tour 2008.
Carlisle recently touredwithABCand has kept

tabs on its co-performers, The Human League, A
Flock of Seagulls andNakedEyes. The show is built
around a set by each performing their biggest new-
wave hits, pulling the entire package together in the
perfect fan-pleasing format.
“I’ve done these sorts of shows in Europe, and

the audience loves it,” Carlisle says. “They always
want to hear ‘Heaven is a Place on Earth,’ so I’m
including it, ‘Do You Feel Like I Feel’ and seven or
eight ofmy singles. Imight even toss in a couple of

the Go-Go’s numbers.”
She is mulling over the possibility of slipping in

something from her most recent album, “Voila.”
Since moving to Paris 15 years ago, Carlisle has
become an avid Francophile right down to the
nation’s distinctive chansons. Blessed with a
Piaf-like vibrato that virtually shouts chanteuse,
she created the album under the most auspicious
conditions. The huge-caliber studio dream team
headed by Brian Eno on keyboards arranged the
traditional French songs to flirt with reggae, tango,
calypso and Arabic styles.
“I’ve sung them inEuropewhere they’re familiar

to everyone, but I’m not sure what the response
would be in the U.S.,” she says. “Since this show is
more of a tribute to the songs of the ’80s and ’90s,
the French songs might not go over as well with
the American audiences.
“ ‘Voila’ was a departure frommy earlier record-

ings, but living in France, I came to love themusic.
I wasn’t inspired tomake another pop album, and
when Iwent to the studio, everything came together
and sounded good. It was a perfect recording to do
at this time inmy life.”
When cutting her earlier albums, Carlislemade

certain that each new venture contained one or
more top favorites fromprevious albums to prevent
their drifting into oblivion. Even as she revisits her
early years during the tour, she is looking toward
the future and perhaps amusical turn eastward.
“My tastes have changed and I follow music

I hear in the U.K. for the most part,” she says.
“There’s not awhole lot I like about today’s Ameri-
can pop stars. They’ve gotten away from artistry
and put toomuch emphasis on image. The ‘Ameri-
can Idol’ [concept] has become homogenizedwith
dependence on theatrics, a show of smoke pots and
images to cover up talent and really good voices.”

featuring Belinda Carlisle, The Human
League and more, comes to Wolf Trap

IF YOU GO

Regeneration Tour
2008
Featuring Belinda Carlisle, The
Human League, ABC, A Flock of
Seagulls and Naked Eyes

» VENUE: Wolf Trap Filene Center
» WHEN: Tuesday at 7 p.m.
» TICKETS: $42 in-house, $25
lawn

» INFORMATION: 877-965-3872;
wolftrap.org

Musical about the
Greatest Generation
opens theater’s season

ByEmilyCary
Special toTheExaminer

Broadway star Jill Paice leaves
Scarlett O’Hara and the Civil War
in her wake as she time-travels to
World War II. Arriving directly
from London and the Trevor Nunn
production of themusical version of
“GoneWith theWind,” she heads the
stellar cast of “Ace.”
The musical exploring the lives

and legacies of America’s Greatest
Generation opens Signature The-
atre’s new season and featuresmusic
byRichardOberacker, book and lyr-
ics by Robert Taylor and Oberacker
and choreography by KarmaCamp.
Eric Schaeffer directs.
Paice went directly from gradu-

ation at Baldwin-Wallace College
into the national touring company
of “Les Miserables.” Since then, her
impressive credits on Broadway and
London’sWest End include originat-
ing the roles of ScarlettO’Hara, Laura
Fairlie in “TheWoman inWhite” and
NikiHarris in “Curtains,” andplaying
the original Sophie in the Las Vegas
company of “MammaMia!”
She has also performed in “The

Gig,” “Weird Romance” and on
numerous cast recordings, includ-
ing the “Andrew Lloyd Webber on
Broadway” album. The 2007 Tony
Awards, CBS’s “The Early Show”

and “Live with Regis and Kelly”
are among her TV appearances. In
“Ace” she plays Elizabeth Lucas, the
mother of young Danny.
“As I age, so domycharacters, even

though I keep insisting that I’mstill an
ingénue,” she says, laughing. “Eliza-
beth is a mother who hasn’t done a
very good job being a mother. The
story starts at its end in 1952 andgoes
back to thebeginningwithflashbacks
of my character in college. Danny’s
background is revealed page bypage
so that the audiencebecomes a char-
acter learning alongwith the boy.
“Dalton Harrod is fantastic as

Danny. His performance breaks
my heart. The music is some of the
best I’ve heard recently and makes
you feel like flying. It’s emotional
and story-telling at the same time
whether it’s about falling in love,
experiencing your greatest dream
or losing your love.”
When Paice’s father retired from

the Air Force and the family moved
toDayton,Ohio, hermother took the
third-grader to a community theater
audition to make new friends. Cap-
tivated by the stage, she performed
throughout high school and even
won a local contest that sent her to
NewYorkandfirmedher intention to
major in theater at Baldwin-Wallace
College, despite her mother’s urging
to become a pharmacist.
After taking curtain calls the

opening night of “Woman inWhite”
in London, Paice shared a laughwith
her mother, who came backstage
and said, “Aren’t you glad you didn’t
become a pharmacist!” Now she is

eager to move the
audiences attending
“Ace.”
“This is a story told

througha child’s eyes
that people haven’t
heard before,” she
says. “It’s aboutmoth-
ers and sons, fathers
and sons and foster
families. It will stay
with every person in
the audience andhelp
themappreciate their
own families and all
the people in their
lives.”

Broadway star headlines in Signature’s ‘Ace’

IF YOU GO

‘Ace’
Broadway stars Jill Paice, Emily
Skinner, Christiane Noll and Flor-
ence Lacey launch Signature’s
season.

» VENUE: Signature’s MAX The-
atre, Arlington, Va.

» WHEN: Aug. 26 through Sept.
28, Tues. and Wed. at 7:30 p.m.,
Thurs. and Fri. at 8 p.m., Sat. at 2
and 8 p.m., Sun. at 2 and 7 p.m.

» TICKETS: $49 to $77
» INFORMATION: 703-573-7328

Jill Paice COURTESY PHOTO

“This is a story told
through a child’s
eyes that people
haven’t heard
before. It’s about
mothers and sons,
fathers and sons
and foster families.
It will stay with
every person in the
audience.”

– Broadway star Jill Paice
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